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The Religious Education Resources Project exists  to 
provide high quality advice, resources and training 

for school staff, pupils and governors in the field of 
religious education in local schools from the 

perspective of the Christian faith community. 
 



 
 
 
 
The Religious Education Resources Project  aims to provide good 
quality advice and teaching of RE from a Christian perspective in 
local schools and has now completed its 18th academic year. The 
Project is a free resource for schools within the London Borough 
of Redbridge and is funded by the Barking, Dagenham and Ilford 
Methodist Church Circuit as part of its mission commitment to 
religious education. This annual report gives an overview of the 
work undertaken during the 2019—2020 academic year. 
 
I think we can all agree that this year has been a very difficult 
time for us all, especially for parents, children, teachers and 
those connected to education services. I have been required to 
rethink how to support schools in the most effective way as their 
doors closed and I suspect this rethinking and reimagining of 
ways to work will continue over the next year. This academic year 
for the Project has definitely been a year of two halves. Up to 
March proved to be a very fruitful time with a steady stream of 
sessions and visits requested. The abrupt schools closure in late 
March led to different possibilities as I drafted and issued 
learning packs to schools, increasing the offer to all Redbridge 
primary schools within the BDI Methodist Church Circuit 
boundaries. RE learning for children during this difficult time has 
been patchy so it has been important to keep channels of contact 
open and provide good quality resources in formats the schools 
can use.  

 
I will continue to work with them to 
offer resources and help deliver the 
subject of Christianity within the 
curriculum. Next year, as schools work 
on a recovery curriculum I’m sure will 
be challenging, surprising but also 
rewarding. 
 

Carol Dawson 
Key  Schools Worker of the Religious 
Education Resources Project 

Welcome from the key schools worker 
Carol Dawson 

 



 
Management Committee  

 
The Religious Education Resources Project is managed by a 
committee and I would like to thank them for all their continued 
support and encouragement. This year the Rev. Bernardino 
Mandate joined the committee as Superintendent of the BDI 
Methodist Church Circuit. This group helps monitor and shape the 
direction of the Project. The committee this year has been made 
up as follows- 
 
 Revd. Bernardino Mandate Superintendent Methodist Minister 
 Jean Jones  Former Community Governor at South   

   Park Primary and Circuit Steward 
 Funmi Coker Former Circuit Steward 
 Barry Marriott Former Link Tutor with the Urban    

   Learning Foundation 
 Carole Clarke Church Steward and former teacher 
 Gareth   Accountant 
 Chamberlain 

 
Thanks and Acknowledgements 

 
My thanks go to those schools who granted permission to use 
photographs of children for my reports and who welcomed me into 
their schools. I also express my gratitude to the Stewards and 
church members who have so generously supported the Project 
and helped with church visits.  
 
I have had the privilege of working with the following schools this 
year and would like to thank the RE coordinators and individual 
teachers who have focussed the requirements of their schools and 
contacted me to arrange visits. A further 28 schools have been 
contacted through the issue of distance learning packs produced 
by the Project. 

 Barley Lane Primary School 
 Cleveland Primary School 
 Fullwood Primary School 
 Gearies Primary school 
 Gilbert Colvin Primary School 
 The Glade Primary School 

 William Torbitt Primary School 
 Woodlands Primary School 



 
What is the Religious Education Resources Project? 

 
The Religious Education Resources Project exists to provide high 
quality advice, resources and training for school staff, pupils and 
governors in the field of religious education in local schools from 
the perspective of the Christian faith community. 
 
The specific objectives of the Project are: 
 
 To become an integral part of RE within the Primary 

schools of the London Borough of Redbridge. 
 To work with the Local Authority and individual schools in 

developing new ways of working and teaching RE 
 To establish strong working relationships with 

Headteachers, Heads of RE, RE Subject Leaders, and 
other groups and bodies working within Religious Education 
(to include other faith communities and leaders). 

 
A Management Committee supervises, supports and directs the 
work in association with the part time key worker.  There will be 
direct contact with the London Borough of Redbridge through: 
 
 Work with organisations that promote the work of 

Religious Education within the Borough. 
 
Monitoring will be undertaken by: 
 
 Maintaining records of schools visited, work undertaken, 

outcomes and the time involved. 
 Schools will be invited to complete session evaluation 

sheets. 
 Providing ongoing reports of the work, which will be 

submitted to the Circuit meeting. 
 An annual report and statement of accounts to be 

presented to schools and the Circuit Meeting. 



      What I have been doing this year 
 
Lessons 
 
All lesson sessions in this academic year were completed between 
September and  March. There was an increase in the requests 
during the month of January, a time which is usually quiet.  This 
reflects the planning of RE coordinators in schools who were keen 
to have the RE covered and ask me to visit before the busy spring 
term got underway and also some catch up sessions which could 
not be fitted into the winter term. In total I undertook 42 lesson 
sessions in 5 schools.  These covered all the primary year 
groups.  A full list of the lessons completed is shown in the 
itinerary pages of this report.  
 
 
Some of the sessions covered topics such as ‘What does 
Christianity say when life gets hard?’ and ‘The Bible as a source of 
wisdom’, in which there was plenty of interesting discussion about 
Christian life. In December there was an opportunity for a more 
detailed look at the Nativity at William Torbitt school with 
sessions focussing on the meaning of the story we  know so well.  

Carpet learning in a classroom is always a good time for questions 



 

 
Lessons cont. 

In January I also undertook some 
question and answer sessions with 120 
Year 2 children from Cleveland 
Primary.  Questions for me to answer 
were varied and had been prepared 
beforehand.  They included many 
questions about the mystery of God and 
miracles.  
 
This illustrated that whilst children 
were able to readily learn about a 
religion, they had important questions 
about the ‘how’ which could not be 
answered by their teachers.  This led to 
interesting discussions with them about 
wonder and what it means to have faith. 
I also gave the teachers information 
about how to explore this further with 
their classes. 

 



What I have been doing this year 

Visit www.godlyplay.org.uk for further information about Godly Play. 

Godly Play 
    
Godly Play has always been 
an intrinsic part of the 
work of the RERP. During 
this year there has only 
been 2 Godly Play sessions 
completed, one at Gearies 
for Year 3 and the other at 
the Grange Hill Fellowship. 
It is hoped that interest in 
Godly Play will increase in 
the future and that it can 
continue to be promoted in 
Redbridge schools.   

 
 

A Godly Play session includes a time to:- 
 
 Get ready 
 Tell a story using objects and artefacts 
 Explore the story with open questions and discussion 
 Respond with a choice of art materials 
 Enjoy a simple feast and sharing 

 

The Parable of the Sower at 
Grange Hill Methodist 
Fellowship 

A response to the Exodus 
story at Gearies Primary 



Distance Learning Packs 
 
When schools closed in March due to the coronavirus 
restrictions, school and church visits were suspended. 
However,  the Project was able to support schools in a different 
and unexpected way by offering distance learning packs between 
the months of March and July. These packs were issued in PDF 
format which meant that schools could put them on their home 
learning web pages for children to access at home, be sent out in 
hard copy with the multi subject learning packs issued during 
lockdown, or completed as worksheets in the classroom.  
 
The packs were drafted specifically for Key Stage 1 and Key 
Stage 2 to accommodate the end of key stage outcomes required 
by the current Redbridge Agreed RE syllabus. In total 9 packs 
were issued on the themes of Easter, Church and Community, 
Pentecost and the Trinity, The Bible and Parables.   

 

 

KS2 Pack  Church and Community 
—a Virtual tour of The Drive Methodist Church 



Distance Learning Packs cont. 
 
These topics covered some visits  
which had been requested but 
cancelled during this time and also 
plugged some ‘learning gaps’ within 
the syllabus.  For example an 
informative look at the Bible and 
Pentecost, both subjects which are 
reduced or absent in the current 
RE syllabus. They also contained 
useful online links for children to 
access and learn more. One pack 
used the virtual church tour on the 
Drive Methodist Church website as 
a means of replacing the church 
visits which were unable to go 
ahead at this time. My thanks go to 
the Drive Methodist for letting me 
use their church website for this. 

 

An introduction to the Bible 

 

 

What is 
Pentecost? 

 



 

 

Distance Learning Packs cont. 
 
The packs were issued to the 8 partner schools and also to 28 
others around Redbridge whom the RERP does not normally work 
with. Feedback from the partner schools was very positive with 
more packs being requested. Although use of the packs with the 
other schools was harder to assess as access to schools own  online 
learning platforms was limited. Potentially each pack could have 
reached 19,000 children. They were also issued to the Circuit 
Sunday School teachers as a means to continuing interest for their 
children during church closure. It is anticipated that some distance 
learning will still be required in September 2020 and that this may 
become a regular part of the work of the Project. 
 

 

 
 The Parables of Jesus 



What I have been doing this year 

Church Visits 
 
Church visits by schools were 
popular as usual up to March with 7 
completed using Barkingside, 
Goodmayes, Gantshill and Ilford 
Lane Methodist Churches. (a total 
of 300 children visiting). Others 
booked for after March had to be 
cancelled. The summer term is 
often a popular time for these 
visits.  
 
My special thanks go to the church 
volunteers who helped me, 
especially those from Barkingside 
who coped with a trip just before 
lockdown with all the necessary 
cleaning procedures to be put in place and Ilford Lane volunteers 
who dealt with 120 children eating their packed lunch in the 
church before going on to Ilford library.  

 
All groups were 
given a warm 
welcome, a chance to 
explore what goes on 
in a church and a 
hands on discovery 
session of special 
artefacts. 

 

 

The Discovery table is always popular 



 
Church Visits cont. 
 

 

For most children, (and some teaching staff) this was their first 
visit to a church and I was able to give them an insight into 
worship, what the church is used for and who meets there. 
 
The Project aims to resource teachers with follow up ideas so 
they can fully explore the topic back in the classroom.  On each 
visit I recommend activities such as discussion and Internet 
searches or cross curricular ideas which teaching staff may wish 
to explore to improve the depth of Christian RE teaching in 
their school. 

Explaining about music used in a church. 



What I have been doing this year 

 
Planning and Support 
 
There have been more planning and 
support meetings with schools this 
year involving extra visits to fix 
topics, complete booking forms and 
iron out technical problems with 
delivering lessons in the 
classroom.  Many of these 
difficulties have arisen due to 
schools changing to many different 
computer operating systems which 
lock-out visitor presentations but 
are necessary if a session is to be successful on the day. It is 
anticipated that these pre visits will now become a normal part of 
my work.  
 
 
Administration 
 
Some of my time was spent on the normal administration tasks of 
the Project such as record keeping, time sheets and contact lists. 
This is always kept to a minimum.  Administration involving the 
separate areas of my work such as lesson sessions or church visits 
are now included within the time allocation for that area (see the 
time focus page). This included administration of the booking 
process for  a visit, including all emails and telephone calls for 
that visit. 
 
Meetings 
 
During the year there have been 8 meetings, either with the RERP 
management committee or the BDI Circuit, to ensure the Project 
runs smoothly. Meetings due after March were cancelled or held 
by Zoom. This year the management committee agreed to reduce 
the number of BDI meetings I have to report to ensure a more 
effective use of the RERP time. 

 



Concerts 
 
This year we were again delighted 
to welcome Gilbert Colvin Key 
Stage 2 children to Barkingside 
Methodist Church for their 
Christmas concert in the 
afternoon and Gearies Primary 
children to Gantshill Methodist 
for their evening Christmas 
concert. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other 
 
Work classed as ‘other’ this year included visits to Circuit 
Methodist churches or the Circuit office for lesson preparation, a 
meeting with the Christian Education Project  and a visit to Parkhill 
Infants Nativity Play. These visits kept me in touch with other 
groups and allow me to show our support to schools at other times 
too. 

Mr Drew Hedteacher of Gearies Primary addresses the many parents 
who also attended the Gearies concert at Gantshill Methodist 

 



Time spent by specific focus 
 
 
The chart below shows how my time working for the Project has 
been allocated this year.  
 
In the first half of the year a greater amount of my time was  
spent on offering planning and support to schools which included 
visits to complete the booking process and technology 
requirements.  After March, when visits to churches and 
schools were suspended, much of my time was spent on drafting 
and issuing the distance learning packs. There was a decrease in 
interest of Godly Play but an increase in lesson sessions 
requested in the early part of 2020. 



Itinerary for Academic Year 2019-2020 
 
Lessons 
10/10/19 Fullwood Primary, 2 classes of Year 1 (What can we learn 
  from the Christian Creation Story?) 
10/10/19 Fullwood Primary, 2 classes of Year 2 (How do the stories 
  of Jesus inspire us today?) 
25/11/19 William Torbitt 4 classes of Year 4 (Why is Jesus   
  important to Christians?) 
27/11/19 William Torbitt 3 classes of Year 1 (The Nativity, signs and 
  symbols?) 
02/12/19 William Torbitt 4 classes of Year 2 (The Nativity, signs and 
  symbols?) 
13/12/19 William Torbitt 4 classes of Year 3 (Christmas in Art) 
09/01/20 Cleveland Primary 4 classes of Year 2 (Q&A sessions on  
  Jesus and Christian life) 
16/01/20 Fullwood Primary, 2 classes of Year 6 (What does   
  Christianity say when life gets hard?) 
22/01/20 William Torbitt 3 classes of Reception (Special Places –  
  The Church) 
23/01/20 William Torbitt 3 classes of Year 1 (Who is a Christian and 
  what do they believe?) 
23/01/20 William Torbitt 4 classes of Year 5 (The Bible as a source  
  of Wisdom) 
29/01/20 Barley Lane Primary 4 classes of Year 3 (Why is Jesus  
  important to Christians?) 
30/01/20 Gearies Primary 3 classes of Year 4 (How does Jesus  
  inspire people today?) 
 
Assemblies & Concerts 
05/12/19 Gilbert Colvin KS2 Concert at Barkingside Methodist 
19/12/19 Gearies Christmas Concert at Gantshill Methodist Church 
 
Meetings  
03/09/19 Circuit Staff and Stewards Meeting Beacontree Heath 
10/09/19 Circuit Meeting 
05/11/19 RERP Management Committee Meeting 
12/11/19 Circuit Leadership meeting Becontree Heath Methodist 
27/11/19 Circuit meeting 
25/02/20 RERP Management Committee Meeting 
11/03/20 Circuit meeting 
16/07/20 Circuit Leadership meeting by Zoom 
 



 
 
Church Visits 
27/11/19 Woodlands Primary 2 classes of Year 1 visit Ilford   
  Methodist (About a church) 
28/11/19 Woodlands Primary 2 classes of Year 1 visit Ilford   
  Methodist (About a church) 
05/12/19 Zig Zag Nursery visit to Goodmayes Methodist Church 
10/12/19 Barley Lane Primary 2 classes of Reception visit   
  Goodmayes Methodist (The Nativity story) 
10/12/19 Barley Lane Primary 2 more classes of Reception visit  
  Goodmayes Methodist (The Nativity story) 
13/02/20 Gearies Primary, 4 classes of Year 2 visit Gantshill   
  Methodist (About a church) 
12/03/20 Glade Primary, 2 classes of Year 1 visit Barkingside  
  Methodist (About a church) 
   
Godly Play Sessions 
09/12/19 Gearies 1 class of Year 3, Godly Play – Exodus Story 
02/03/20 Grange Hill Fellowship Godly Play – Exodus and Parable of 
  the Sower 
 
Distance Learning Packs  
KS1 Easter 
KS1 Church and community  KS2 Church and Community 
KS1 The Bible    KS2 The Bible 
KS1 Pentecost and the Trinity  KS2 Pentecost and the Trinity 
KS1 Parables    KS2 Parables 
 
Planning and school support 
04/09/19 Planning meeting with Glade Primary 
12/09/19 Planning visit to Parkhill Infants 
04/10/19 Fullwood Primary Planning meeting 
31/10/19 Gearies Planning and Support Year 3 and Year 4 
06/11/19 William Torbitt Planning and support 
24/01/20  Gearies Planning and support, Year 2 
27/01/20 Barley Lane Primary planning and support, Year 3 
 
Other 
03/09/19 Meeting with CEP Project Leader 
10/12/19 Parkhill Infants Nativity Play 
06/02/20 Redbridge RE Subject Leaders meeting 
Plus 5 visits to Circuit churches for lesson or visit prep. 

            Itinerary cont. 



 
RERP Financial Report 01/09/19—31/08/1920 

 
Expenditure from the Barking, Dagenham 
 & Ilford Circuit RERP Account: 
 
            £  
Salary N.I and Pension             18729.17 
   - Government levy      83.00 
   - Pensions Trust Charge     Nil 
   - Charge from Methodist Central   87.00 
 
Operating costs under the  
RERP Expense Account 
 
Travel And parking    142.95    
Printing        41.75  
Resources        31.72 
Postage         12.20 
Refreshments for church school visits    20.63 
Subscriptions       34.00 
Stationery          7.56 
                ---------- 
                        290.81 
                ====== 
 
 
Income 
 
Notes: 
This year the Project has been funded by a grant from the 
Methodist Church District Advance Fund which was matched 
funded by the Barking Dagenham and Ilford Methodist 
churches as part of their outreach to the local communities. 
 



 
Contact the Religious Education Resources 

Project or Carol Dawson by:- 
 

Telephone:- 07531677794 
Email:- info@rerp-methodist-church.org.uk 

Website:- www. rerp-methodist-church.org.uk 
 

Or write to:- 
The Circuit Office 

Becontree Heath Methodist Church 
The Broadway 

Dagenham 
Essex RM8 1DZ 

 


